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Coronavirus pandemic

New record of 54 cases in S’pore, 48 of them from overseas
Clara Chong
Singapore confirmed 54 new
Covid-19 cases yesterday, with the
overwhelming majority of the cases
once again coming from overseas.
A total of 48 of the 54 are imported
cases, and all except one of the im-

ported cases are returning residents
and long-term pass holders.
The number set a new record for
the number of cases announced in a
day and came as the Government
announced that all travellers arriving in Singapore – including Singapore citizens, permanent residents
and long-term pass holders – must

submit an online health declaration
before proceeding with immigration clearance.
Singapore on Sunday also announced that it will take the unprecedented step of barring all short-term
visitors, including tourists.
The latest imported cases had
travelled to Europe, North America

and South-east Asia. Thirty-four
of the imported cases had been
to Britain.
The remaining six cases announced yesterday are currently
not linked to travel or previous
cases. Contact tracing is ongoing.
About 57 per cent of all cases
announced yesterday are under

30 years old.
This brings the total number of infected patients here to 509, of
which 15 are in critical condition in
the intensive care unit. Eight more
cases have been discharged, meaning 152 have fully recovered.
To date, the Ministry of Health
has identified 8,351 close contacts

who have been quarantined. Of
these, 2,529 are now quarantined,
and 5,822 have completed it.
To cope with the coronavirus outbreak, Deputy Prime Minister Heng
Swee Keat will be presenting a supplementary budget in Parliament on
Thursday and will detail additional
support measures to help workers,
businesses and households.
The coronavirus has infected
more than 343,000 people worldwide and killed more than 14,900.
chongcjy@sph.com.sg

Schools
reopen with
extra safety
measures
They include exam-style, fixed group cluster
seating, and spaced queueing in canteens
Jolene Ang and
Amelia Teng
Education Correspondent
Less than 10 per cent of students
and staff did not return to school
yesterday – the first day back after
the week-long March holidays –
after being placed on a 14-day leave
of absence or stay-home notice.
Those returning from trips
abroad during the holidays had to
stay home as part of stricter national measures to stop the spread
of the coronavirus.
The leave of absence applies to
students and staff of schools, preschools and student care centres
who returned to Singapore on or after March 14.
Students who have to miss classes
will be put on home-based learning.
Ms Liew Wei Li, director of
schools at the Ministry of Education (MOE), said: “The affected
numbers are manageable. Even after taking into account students on
medical leave, the average attendance of schools remains high at
around 90 per cent.”
For those who did go back to
school yesterday, Education Minister Ong Ye Kung said additional
safe distancing measures were in
place in schools, citing exam-style
and fixed group cluster seating.
“Schools seemed a bit quieter,
with some students serving their
leave of absence or stay-home notice,” Mr Ong said in a Facebook
post. “But they all took the precautionary measures in their stride.
They understand that the measures
are necessary to keep them safe.”
At Pei Chun Public School in Toa
Payoh, pupils were seen queueing
about 1m apart when buying food at
the canteen during recess, following markings on the floor.
MOE said schools are able to facilitate home-based learning via various modes that best suit the needs
of students. This includes online

learning on the Singapore Student
Learning Space that contains educational materials and resources. Assignments can be issued using textbooks and workbooks, e-mailing
students materials and sending
them hard-copy packages. Teachers can also explore the use of realtime video conferencing so those at
home can tune in to the lesson.
Yesterday, some parents took
steps to avoid the morning crowd,
while others said they hoped students could opt for home-based
learning.
Housewife Joanna Tan, 40, who
usually takes a public bus with her
Primary 1 daughter to school, left
her home 10 minutes earlier yesterday to catch a less crowded bus, and
arrived at the school at 7am.
“After school, we also walked to
one bus stop (away) so we wouldn’t
have to wait with crowds of people,” she added.
Madam Priscilla Yeow, 44, said
her Secondary 2 son and Primary 6
daughter went to school yesterday,
but “we are definitely worried”.
“The situation around the world
is very bad. But I think our Government has implemented good border controls and schools are taking
a lot of precautions like suspending
co-curricular activities,” she noted.
Madam Yeow, who helps in a family business, said suspending
school will have a great impact on
working parents. “If everybody is
socially responsible, obeys the
stay-home notice if they go overseas, it should be all right,” she said.
But the spike in the number of imported cases last week made some
parents like Madam Diana Ismail decide to keep their children at home.
The 41-year-old business owner
has four sons, in pre-school, primary and secondary schools.
“My concern is some parents
went abroad and are on stay-home
notice, but their children can still
go to school if they didn’t travel,”
she said.

Staff at the entrance of Zhenghua Primary School in Fajar Road yesterday morning asking pupils if they had any Covid-19 symptoms such as fever, cough or running
nose, and whether they had travelled recently. Pupils who answered yes were separated from the others. ST PHOTO: NG SOR LUAN

KEEPING KIDS AT HOME

My sons are in four
different schools and they
take public transport. I
want to minimise any
possible contact they have
with more people... My
mum, who lives with us, is in
her 60s and is not in good
health, so I have to take
care of her too.

’’

MADAM DIANA ISMAIL, who decided
to keep her four sons at home.

New seating arrangements to maintain safe distancing at Punggol Green Primary School. Students who have to miss
classes will be put on home-based learning. PHOTO: MINISTRY OF EDUCATION

She suggested extending the
March school break by a week or
two, and using the June holidays to
make up for lost curriculum time.
Another parent, housewife Claire
Chan, 40, had kept her two children
– one in kindergarten and the other
in primary school – at home for al-

most a month, starting from Jan 28.
“Both my children have asthma.
They routinely experience complications leading to pneumonia from
simple viral infections. We cannot
afford to have them sick,” she said.
She let her son go back to school
to sit term tests at the end of last

month. By then, she said, the school
had safety precautions in place,
such as getting pupils to wash their
hands diligently and wipe down
their classrooms with disinfectant.
Ms Wang Peiqi, 36, and her family are on a stay-home notice after
returning from Thailand last

Wednesday. The sales executive,
whose sons are aged five and 10, said
she is waiting for more instructions
from their schools on home-based
learning. Her older son’s form
teacher video-calls her daily to
check on his temperature and to
make sure he is at home.
“It is safer to be at home than to
risk any possible spread because
we don’t know if we have the virus.”
jolenezl@sph.com.sg
ateng@sph.com.sg

49 patients moved to private hospitals
to free up capacity at public facilities
Salma Khalik
Senior Health Correspondent
Twenty-nine patients recovering
from Covid-19 were transferred
from the National Centre for Infectious Diseases to a ward at Mount
Elizabeth Hospital in Orchard
Road yesterday.
The move is aimed at freeing up
capacity at public hospitals so they
can take care of the more seriously
ill Covid-19 patients.
The transferred patients were
ones who were no longer sick, or
needed less medical care, but were
still shedding the virus. They will be
discharged once they are confirmed
to be clear of the virus and no longer
risk spreading the disease.
Mount Elizabeth Hospital is the
first of four Parkway hospitals to
take in Covid-19 patients from the
public sector, said Dr Noel Yeo, senior vice-president of Parkway’s

hospital operations in Singapore.
The number of new infections
here, especially imported ones, has
been fairly high as residents return
from high-infection countries.
There are now more than 300
Covid-19 patients hospitalised here.
The Health Ministry said that it
expected the number of Covid-19
cases in Singapore to increase, and
had plans in place to deal with increased demand for hospital and
clinical services.
It has activated a collaboration between public and private hospitals
to transfer well and stable Covid-19
patients to selected private hospitals so that capacity in the public sector may be freed for the management of more severe cases.
Over the past three days, the National Centre for Infectious Diseases had transferred 20 patients
to Concord International Hospital, in addition to 29 patients to
Mount Elizabeth Hospital, via dedi-

cated ambulances, it said in a statement yesterday.
Obstetricians at Parkway East had
expressed concerns that the ward
for the Covid-19 patients is on the
same floor as the maternity ward.
However, Dr Yeo said: “The
same stringent safety protocols
and precautionary measures will
apply for these new patients, who
will be housed in a single ward at
the hospital.”
These patients will not be allowed to leave the ward, nor allowed any visitors. All staff working
in areas where the patients are
must don protective apparel.
He added that the areas these patients had passed through during
the transfer will be thoroughly
cleaned and sanitised.
Dr Yeo said: “We have been working closely with the Ministry of
Health on joining the national effort against Covid-19, and how private sector resources may be

Mount Elizabeth
Hospital ward
nurses preparing
to receive
the Covid-19
patients before
their arrival. The
transferred
patients were
ones who were
no longer sick,
or needed less
medical care,
but were
still shedding
the virus.
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utilised to alleviate the load on public healthcare institutions.” He
hopes other private sector hospitals will also “play their part to complement these efforts”.
Last week, Health Minister Gan
Kim Yong said Singapore has sufficient healthcare facilities and work-

ers to cope with the current number of Covid-19 patients.
He said there are also contingency plans if numbers go up.
These include opening up more
wards in public hospitals as well as
using quarantine facilities for recovering patients.

MOH said yesterday that there
are plans to further collaborate
with private hospitals to manage
Covid-19 cases, as well as patients
with other conditions, to free up capacity in the public sector.
salma@sph.com.sg
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